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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To attain charge imposition 
every time a recorded broadcast signal is reproduced by 
providing a key acquisition means to acquire a decoding 
key externally. 

SOLUTION: A communication section 51 as a key 
acquisition means makes communication with a key 
management center 8 when a broadcast signal recording 
reproducing device reproduces program recording data to 
receive a ciphering key 53a and a decoding key 54a. 
When the key management center 8 sends the ciphering 
key 53a and the decoding key 54a to a communication 
section 51, charge is imposed onto a viewer making the 
transmission request A decoding circuit 54 uses the 
decoding key 54a to decode program recording data to 
be outputted and reproduced from a recording device 
main body 55, a ciphering circuit 53 uses a new 
ciphering key 53a to cipher again the signal outputted 
from the decoding circuit 54 and the result is outputted 
to the recording device main body 55. Thus, every time 
same program recording data are decoded, the data are 



ciphered by a new key and then rewritten. 
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